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disrespectful behaviour in the house of God, and at the time of prayer,
An awful strict silence, the most profound exterior respect, and penetrating
inward devotion of heart must essentially accompany our homages when
we present them before the throne of God, in whose presence the highest
seraphims annihilate themselves.   This silence we must observe, not only
with our tongues, but also with our bodies and all our limbs, both out of
respect to the presence of God and his altar, and also not to give the least
occasion of distraction to others.    Prayer is an action so sublime and
supernatural that the church, in her canonical hours, teaches us to begin
it by a fervent petition of grace to perform it well   What an insolence
and mockery is it to join with this petition an open disrespect and a
neglect of all  necessary  precautions  against  distractions!    We ought
never to appear before God, to tender him our homages or supplications,
without trembling, and without being deaf to all creatures, and shutting
all our senses to every object that can distract our minds from God.   In
the life of F. Simon Gourdan, a regular canon of St Victor's at Paris,
who died in the odour of sanctity in the year  1729, the eighty-fifth of
his age, it is related that King Lewis XIV came to see him, and to re-
commend himself to his prayers.    The servant of God made him wait
till he had finished his thanksgiving after mass, which edified that great
prince, who said, " He does well;  for he is employed in attending on a
much greater king."

Tlit following feasts we celebrated on March 26 :

ST BERNABINE of Fossa, 1420-1503 : ST BRAULIQ, Bishop of Saragossa, who assisted
St Isadore of Seville in settling the discipline of the Church of Spain: THE GOOD THIEF,
known as ST DISMAS. His feast was first granted to be celebrated in England in the Diocesft
of Salford, in 1884 : and ST LUDGER, the Apostle of Saxony.

MARCH 27

ST JOHN OF EGYPT, HERMIT
(A.D. 394)

[From Rttfinus, in the second book of the lives of the fathers ; and from Pailadros in his Lausiaca :
this last had often seen him. Also St Jerom, St Austin, Cassian, &c. See Tillemont, t. x.
p. 9. See also the Wonders of God in the Wilderness, p. 160.3

ST JOHN was born about the year 305, was of a mean extraction, and
brought up to the trade of a carpenter* At twenty-five years of age he
forsook the world and put himself under the guidance and direction of
an ancient holy anchoret with such an extraordinary humility and simplicity
as struck the venerable old man with admiration; who inured him to
obedience by making him water a dry stick for a whole year, as if it were
a live plant, and perform several other things as seemingly ridiculous, all
which he executed with the utmost fidelity. To the saint's humility and
ready obedience, Cassian1 attributes the extraordinary gifts he afterwards

1 Coll. b, iv. c, 21, p. 8x.